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SUBJECT: GILMOUR'S REMARKS ON ERW DECISION 

REF: LONDON 5616 

1 . SIR IAN GILMOUR (OPPOSITION SHADOW SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE), SPEAKING IN WEST EDINBURGH ON 8 APRIL, 

REACTED TO THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION ON ERW BY INCLUDING 
THE FOLLOWING REMARKS IN A SPEECH GILMOUR WAS GIVING. 

WE QUOTE THE RELEVANT PORTION IN FULL AS GILMOUR USED 
UNUSUALLY STRONG WORDS IN ATTACKING THE DECISION. 

BEGIN TEXT: PRESIDENT CARTER S BEHAVIOUR OVER THE 
SO-CALLED NEUTRON BOMB HAS BEEN A CLASSIC DEMONSTRATION 
OF HOW NOT TO CONDUCT INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY AND 
DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS. THERE HAVE BEEN WEEKS OF 
LEAKS AND CONTRADICTIONS; AND AFTER AN ORGY OF WEAKNESS 
AND VACILLATION THE WRONG DECISION HAS FINALLY BREN 
REACHED. MR. CARTER HAS BEEN SCARED OFF THE NEUTRON 
BOMB BY THE RUSSIAN PROPAGANDA BARRAGE. AND IT SEEMS 
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THAT THE KREMLIN NOW HAS VIRTUALLY A RIGHT OF VETO ON 
THE WEAPONS THAT NATO IS ALLOWED TO DEPLOY. TO HAVE 
GIVEN RUSSIA SUCH A MAJOR PROPAGANDA VICTORY WILL DO 
GREAT DAMAGE TO THE WEST. 

MOREOVER SUCH BEHAVIOUR IGNORES ALL POST WAR HISTORY. 
THAT HISTORY SHOWS THAT WHEN THE WEST DISARMS UNILATER- 
ALLY, THE RUSSIANS DO NOT FOLLOW SUIT. INSTEAD OF 
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DISARMING TOO, THEY SPEED UP THEIR REARMAMENT. 

OF COURSE THE FAULT IS NOT ENTIRELY PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S. MR. CALLAGHAN MUST SHOULDER MUCH OF THE 
BLAME. FOR MONTHS IT HAS BEEN CLEAR THAT BRITAIN 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAKING THE LEAD IN EUROPE AND TELLING 
MR. CARTER THAT THE NEUTRON WEAPON WAS NECESSARY FOR 
THE DEFENCE OF THE WEST. BUT OF COURSE THE CALLAGHAN 
GOVERNMENT IS INCAPABLE OF TAKING SUCH A LEAD BECAUSE 
OF ITS EXTREME LEFT WING, AND THEREFORE NOTHING WAS DON 
THE POINT ABOUT THE NEUTRON WEAPON IS THAT IT IS 
THOUSANDS OF TIMES LESS POWERFUL THAN THE SS 20 WHICH 
IS THE RUSSIAN MOBILE CONTINENTAL MISSILE THAT IS 
TRAINED ON EVERY EUROPEAN CITY. SECONDLY. IT IS A 
DEFENSIVE WEAPON, SINCE IT IS DESIGNED TO BREAK UP MASS 
CONCENTRATIONS OF TANKS. NATIONS WHICH DO NOT HAVE 
MASSES OF TANKS AND HAVE NO INTENTION OF INVADING OTHER 
COUNTRIES WITH THEM HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR FROM THE 
NEUTRON WEAPON. THIRDLY, THE WEAPON DOES MUCH LESS 
DAMAGE TO INNOCENT CIVILIANS AND TO BUILDINGS THAN OUR 
PRESENT OLD FASHIONED DIRTY' TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

QUITE APART FROM THE ENORMOUS PROPAGANDA VICTORY THA 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND MR. CALLAGHAN HAVE PRESENTED TO 
THE RUSSIANS, THE DECISION IS ON ITS MERITS THEREFORE 
A FOOLISH ONE. A WEAK AND DANGEROUS DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE WHICH WILL DO PSYCHOLOGICAL, POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY DAMAGE TO NATO. END TEXT. 
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2. COMMENT: COL. PETER JOYNES, WHO HANDLES DEFENSE 
MATTERS FOR THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, 
TOLD POL-MIL ATTACHE THAT GILMOUR WENT "WELL BEYOND 
HIS BRIEF' 1 IN LANGUAGE HE USED. JOYNES SAID WINSTON 
CHURCHILL HAD URGED A STRONG LINE BE TAKEN BY ALL 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY SPOKESMEN ON DEFENSE REGRETTING US 
DECISION. WHEN ASKED WHETHER GILMOUR HAD CLEARED HIS 
POSITION WITH MRS. THATCHER, JOYNES SAID HE DID NOT 
BUT FELT SURE MRS. THATCHER AGREED FULLY WITH THE LINE 
TAKEN BY GILMOUR WHICH, IN JOYNES' OPINION, REFLECTED 
FAIRLY THE REACTION OF SHADOW CABIENT MEMBERS. 

BREWSTER 
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